CHAPTER I
FRANCIS BACON

I. FROM ARISTOTLE TO THE RENAISSANCE

HEN Sparta blockaded and defeated Athens to-
§;§/ wards the close of the fifth century =. c., political
supremacy passed from the mother of Greek philos-
ophy and art, and the vigor and independence of the Athenian
mind decayed. When, in 399 =. c., Socrates was put to death,
the soul of Athens died with him, lingering only in his proud
pupil, Plato. And when Philip of Macedon defeated the
Athenians at Cheronea in 838 s. c., and Alexander burned the
great city of Thebes to the ground three years later, eveu
the ostentatious sparing of Pindar’s home could not cover up
the fact that Athenian independence, in government and in
thought, was irrevocably destroyed. The domination of Greek
philosophy by the Macedonian Aristotle mirrored the politi-
cal subjection of Greece by the virile and younger peoples of
the north.

The death of Alexander (323 . c.} quickened this process
of decay. The boy-emperor, barbarian though he remained
after all of Aristotle’s tutoring, had yet learned to revere the
rich culture of Greece, and had dreamed of spreading that
culture through the Orient in the wake of his victorious ar-
mies. The development of Greek commerce, and the multipli-
cation of Greek trading posts throughout Asia Minor, had
provided an economic basis for the unification of this region
as part of an Hellenic empire; and Alexander hoped that
from these busy stations Greek thought, as well as Greek
goods, would radiate and conquer. But he had underrated
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and depth of Oriental culture. It was only a youthful fancy,
after all, to suppose that so immature and unstable a civiliza-
tion as that of Greece could be imposed upon a civilization im-
measurably more widespread, and rooted in the most venerable
traditions. The quantity of Asia proved too much for the
quality of Greece. Alexander himself, in the hour of his tri-
umph, was conquered by the soul of the East; he married
(among several ladies) the daughter of Darius; he adopted
the Persian diadem and robe of state; he introduced into
Europe the Oriental notion of the divine right of kings; and at
last he astonished a sceptic Greece by announcing, in magnifi-
cent Eastern style, that he was a god. Greece laughed; and
Alexander drank himself to death.

This subtle infusion of an Asiatic soul into the wearied
body of the master Greek was followed rapidly by the pour- -
ing of Oriental cults and faiths into Greece along those very
lines of communication which the young conqueror had opened
up ; the broken dykes let in the ocean of Eastern thought upon
the lowlands of the still adolescent European mind. 'The mys-
tic and superstitious faiths which had taken root among the
poorer people of Hellas were reinforced and spread about;
and the Oriental spirit of apathy and resignation found a
ready soil in decadent and despondent Greece. The introduc-
tion of the Stoic philosophy into Athens by the Phoenician
merchant Zeno (about 310 B. c.) was but one of a multitude
of Oriental infiltrations. Both Stoicism and Epicureanism—
the apathetic acceptance of defeat, and the effort to forget
defeat in the arms of pleasure—were theories as to how one
might yet be happy though subjugated or enslaved; precisely
as the pessimistic Oriental stoicism of Schopenhauer and the
despondent epicureanism of Renan were in the nineteenth cen-
tury the symbols of a shattered Revolution and a broken
France.

Not that these natural antitheses of ethical theory were quite
new to Greece. One finds them in the gloomy Heraclitus and
the “laughing philosopher” Democritus; and one sees the pu-
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